WELCOME!

Dear Georgetown Alumni,
Welcome to Beijing!
Your fellow Alumni here in Beijing put together a little something that we hope might make life a bit easier as
you navigate our great city. Beijing has an extraordinary amount to offer visitors, especially if you know where
to look. While things might be slightly intimidating for those of you who don’t speak Mandarin, rest assured
the locals are some of the friendliest around. A little patience and an open mind will go a long way if you ever
get stuck with communication barriers.
Aside from the obvious basketball activities, we have attempted to put together a short list of must‐see
attractions, hotel advice (for those with deep pockets and those on a budget), as well as some of Beijing’s
finest restaurants and local dives (which can often be the tastiest!). So when you aren’t watching the Hoyas
dominate on the court, make sure you get out and see all that Beijing has to offer.
We hope you have a wonderful week in Beijing and don’t hesitate to call us if you have any problems!
Hoya Saxa!
Georgetown Beijing Alumni Group

Contacts:
Mr. Tyler Zacharia (SFS ’06)
tylerzacharia@gmail.com
+86 139 1092 7820
Ms. Rei Kobayashi (MSB ’06)
rei.kobayashi@gmail.com
+86 136 4122 7472
Ms. Toni Chan (MSB ’08)
t.chan13@gmail.com
+86 158 1103 4753
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“IN THE KNOW”
Here is a list of some key things to know right off the plane:

Cell Phone:
If you don’t want to pay extraordinary sums of money to use your international cell phone in Beijing, we recommend you
buy a local SIM card. Unlike the US, buying a SIM card and minutes is cheap and extremely easy, with no contract
required. Most local SIM cards will cost around RMB 50. Buying an additional RMB 50 worth of phone credit will last you
through a week of local calls. SIM cards can be purchased in the airport upon arrival (slightly more expensive) or at any
cell phone distributor or magazine stand in the city. The two major carriers are China Mobile and China Unicom.

Transportation:
Beijing has some of the most convenient transportation options around. Inexpensive taxis, a growing subway network,
and more buses than you can count will get you around the city fast, conveniently and most importantly, cheaply. For
those who want to travel in a bit more style, private car‐and‐driver options are also competitively priced.
Subway:
Subway fare is a flat rate of RMB2 for anywhere you want to go in the city. You have the option of either purchasing
individual tickets or buying a charged subway card if you plan on using it a lot during your stay. (A map of the subway is
included in this guide.)
Taxi:
Taxis are prevalent and relatively cheap in Beijing. While most taxi drivers do not speak English, if you have your
intended address written in Chinese characters, they will be able to take you anywhere. Make sure to keep a card from
your hotel with the Chinese name and address.
Taxi fare starts at RMB 10 for the first 3 kilometers. It then rises RMB 2 for each additional kilometer on the meter.*
There are a few illegal cab drivers who will try and offer you a ride, only to charge you much higher prices than the legal
cabs. Legal cabs are clearly marked with standard colors, a sign/light on the top of the car, and a meter inside on the
dash.
*Please Note:
Due to rising gas prices, a local law was passed to raise cab rides by RMB 2. While this is not shown on the meter of the
taxi, your taxi driver will automatically add RMB 2 to your cab fare. While your immediate reaction may be that your
cabby is trying to cheat you, this is actually the law, so be prepared to add RMB 2 to your final meter. If you are coming
or going to the airport, there is also an RMB 10 highway fee which will be added to the final meter as well.
Bus:
We only recommend the bus for the most daring of travelers. While buses will get you anywhere you want to go at
extremely cheap prices, routes are often difficult to navigate, and have very little English guides.
You can find a complete guide to bus routes and prices here:
http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/beijing/transportation/bus.htm

Helpful Tools:
Beijing Taxi Guide Iphone App (by HoodHot, Inc.):
Thanks to modern technology and the “app” age, those who don’t speak Mandarin no longer need to feel lost in the city.
Please check out “Beijing Taxi”, an extremely helpful app for the Iphone, Ipod touch and Ipad. For 10 dollars, Beijing Taxi
is filled with over 3000 big, bold‐faced addresses in Chinese that show drivers exactly where you want to go. In addition
it provides basic phrase translation, and introductions/contact information/operating hours on your destinations. This is
a must for those who wish to get around the city effectively without any Chinese language ability.
The Beijinger:
If you aren’t satisfied with our advice in this short guide, you can also check out www.thebeijinger.com, Beijing’s go‐to
Expat website. On this site you will find a treasure trove of all things local, designed specifically for Expats and visitors.
This includes a complete restaurant guide, shopping tips, and advice on local sites and attractions.

Medical Emergencies:
Should you run into any medical emergencies, we recommend checking out Beijing United Family Hospital, or SOS Clinic.
Both of these places have modern facilities and foreign‐trained doctors.
Beijing United Family Hospital (北京和睦家医院):
2 Jiangtai Lu (in the Lido area), Chaoyang District
朝阳区将台路 2 号
Mon‐Sat 8.30am‐5.30pm. 24‐hour emergency care
Tel: 5927 7000, or 5927 7120 (ER ), fax 5927 7200
Beijing International SOS Clinic (北京国际救援中心):
Sanyuanqiao 三元桥
Suite 105, Wing 1, Kunsha Building, 16 Xinyuanli, Chaoyang District
朝阳区新源里 16 号琨莎中心一座 105 室
Mon‐Fri 8am – 8pm, Sat – Sun 8am – 6pm
Clinic: 6462 9112, 24hr hotline 6462 9100

MAP OF THE BEIJING SUBWAY

BEIJING’S DISTRICTS

Olympic Sports Arena
Sanyuanqiao/Airport
Expressway

Downtown/Sanlitun

Forbidden City/
Tiananmen Square

CBD
(Central Business District)

HOTELS
Near Sanyuanqiao/
Airport Expressway
Ibis 宜必思酒店
Phoenix Building Tower B
三元桥凤凰城办公区 B 座
T: (86 10) 5829 6999

Near Embassy Row
Near Forbidden City

The Westin Chaoyang
金茂北京威斯汀大饭店

The Grand Hyatt

7 North Dongsanhuan Road
东三环北路 7 号
T: (86 10) 5922 8888

北京东方君悦大酒店

No.1 East Chang'an Ave.
东长安街 1 号东方广场
T: (86 10) 8518 1234
Raffles 北京饭店莱佛士
33 East Chang’an Ave.
东长安街 33 号
T: (86 10) 6526 3388

Near downtown/Sanlitun

Novotel 诺富特酒店
3 Jinyu Hutong
金鱼胡同 3 号
T: (86 10)6512 8833

The Opposite House 瑜舍
The Village, Building 1,
11 Sanlitun Beilu
三里屯路 11 号院 1 号楼

T: (86 10) 6417 6688
Near CBD (Central Business District)
China World Summit Wing
北京国贸大饭店

No.1 Jianguomenwai Avenue
建国门外大街 1 号
T: (86 10) 6505 2299

KEY
Top‐Tier

Budget‐Friendly

Sanlitun Youth Hostel
三里屯青年旅舍
No.1 Chunxiu Lu
春秀路 1 号
T: (86 10) 5190 9288

RESTAURANTS (CHINESE)
Dadong Roast Duck 北京大董烤鸭店
Nanxincang Int’l Plaza 22A Dongsishitiao,
Chaoyang District
东四十条甲 22 号南新仓商务大厦
T: (86 10) 5169 0329
One of the city’s most famous Beijing roast duck
restaurants, Da Dong has an extensive menu that
covers many traditional Beijing dishes, as well as
contemporary Chinese and fusion dishes. If you
have one meal in Beijing, it should be at Da Dong.
[RMB 120‐200 per person]

Near Sanyuanqiao/the Airport Expressway
Din Tai Fung 鼎泰丰
24 Xinyuan Xili Zhongjie, Chaoyang District
朝阳区新源西里中街 24 号
T: (86 10) 6462 4502
A Taiwanese chain that has earned international
renown—taste just one delicate, hand‐rolled
“xiaolongbao” and you’ll join the fan club. The
soups, fried rice with pork and noodles are also
guaranteed to please. [RMB50‐80 per person]

Near downtown/Sanlitun

Near Nanluoguxiang
Dali Courtyard 大里院子
67 Xiaojingchang Hutong, Gulou Dongdajie,
Dongcheng District
鼓楼东大街小经厂胡同 67 号
T: (86 10) 8404 1430
An outdoor courtyard restaurant in the bustling
and dynamic Gulou Dongdajie Dali Courtyard
serves exotic, spicy and tropical Yunnan cuisine
(Southern China). [RMB120‐200 per person]
Reservations necessary.
Xianyue Eatery 仙悦美食
31 Cuihua Hutong, Dongcheng District
翠花胡同 31 号 (华侨大厦对面)
T: (86 10) 6524 5322
The most classic of hole‐in‐the‐walls, Xianyue
Eatery was the first restaurant opened in Beijing
after the founding of the PRC. Be sure to order
their specialties, pork elbow and tofu “boxes”.
[RMB50‐80 per person]
*Note: Although the menu is in Chinese, the last
page is an English restaurant review—non‐
Chinese‐speaking patrons can order by pointing
at the English names of reviewed items.

Pure Lotus 净心莲
12 Nongzhanguan Nanlu, Chaoyang District
农展馆南路 12 号通广大厦院内
T: (86 10) 6592 3627
Run by a former monk, Pure Lotus offers a
serene dining experience with exquisite meat‐
free versions of Chinese classics made from
vegetables, as well as tofu in its infinite forms.
[RMB 120‐200 per person]
Duck de Chine 全鸭季
1949 – The Hidden City, Courtyard 4, Gongti
Beilu, Chaoyang District
⼯体北路 4 号院
T: (86 10) 6501 1949
Duck de Chine is part of the 1949‐The Hidden
City dining and nightlife complex. The
restaurant’s industrial chic decor creates a
relaxed, classy ambiance, while the menu
incorporates both Chinese and French duck‐
roasting traditions. [RMB200‐400 per person]

Spice Spirit 麻辣诱惑
S2‐30 The Village at Sanlitun, Chaoyang District
三里屯路 19 号 Village S2‐30 号
T: (86 10) 6413 2908
Boasting stylish design and excellent service,
Spice Spirit serves a myriad of Sichuanese
dishes. Customers are known to come back for
the punishing spiciness at the heart of this
restaurant's fame. [RMB50‐80 per person]

RESTAURANTS (WESTERN)
Near downtown/Sanlitun

Near Yonghegong

Element Fresh 新元素
S8‐31, Bldg. 8 Sanlitun Village
三里屯 village 南区 8 号楼 S8‐31 号
T: (86 10) 6417 1318
Healthy, California‐style food with some Asia fare
as well. The menu includes verything from salads,
pastas and sandwiches to fresh juices. [RMB 80‐
120 per person]

Vineyard Cafe 葡萄院儿
31 Wudaoying Hutong, Dongcheng District
五道营胡同 31 号
T: (86 10) 6402 7961
A favorite with hutong hipsters who laze over long
brunches, the Vineyard has plenty of European‐
style fare to choose from with salads, sandwiches
and good pizzas. [RMB80‐120 per person]

Biteapitta 吧嗒饼
2/F, Tongli Studio, Sanlitun Houjie, Chaoyang
Distrtict
三里屯后街同里 2 层
T: (86 10) 6467 2961
A bright café that offers six types of hummus,
tasty pita sandwiches, falafel, shawarma, salads
and other Middle Eastern dishes. Voted
"Outstanding Middle Eastern" in the
Beijinger's 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. [RMB
50‐80 per person]
Mosto
3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District
三里屯路 81 号那里花园 3 层
T: (86 10) 5208 6030
One of Beijing’s hottest restaurants, Mosto offers
inventive, exciting contemporary food with a
South American touch. Voted "Outstanding
Restaurant of the Year (Non‐Chinese)" in the
Beijinger's 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. [RMB
200‐400 per person]

Near Forbidden City
Capital M
3/F, 2 Qianmen Pedestrian Street, Chongwen
District

前门步⾏街 2 号 3 层
T: (86 10) 6702 2727
Contemporary Western cuisine in a fabulous
Qianmen setting that, on a clear night, offers
a view of the whole of Beijing. [RMB400‐500]

Ristorante Sadler
Ch'ien Men 23, 23 Qianmen Dongdajie,
Dongcheng District

前门东⼤街 23 号
T: (86 10) 6559 1399
Refined, contemporary Italian food from two
Michelin star chef Claudio Sadler.
[RMB400‐600]

SIGHTS TO SEE
Old Summer Palace 圆明园
(Imperial Gardens)
7:00AM – 5:00PM
Subway: Yuanmingyuan
Admission: 25RMB
Summer Palace 颐和园
5:30AM – 6:30PM
Subway: Xiyuan
Admission: 50RMB
(50% off w/student ID)

Mutianyu (Great Wall) 慕田峪
7:00AM – 6:30PM
Admission: 45RMB
‐About 2 hours outside of Beijing
‐Tourist tip: “I Climbed the Great
Wall” T‐shirts can be bargained
down to around 15RMB

Simatai (Great Wall) 司马台
8:00AM – 5:00PM
Admission: 45RMB
‐About 2 1/2 hours outside of
Beijing
‐ For the more adventurous tourist,
with lots of rugged scenery

Lama Temple 雍和宫
9:00AM – 5:00PM
Subway: Yonghegong/Lama Temple
Admission: 25RMB
‐The largest one of the lamaseries of
Tibetan Buddhism that remain in
Beijing

Nanluoguxiang 南锣鼓巷
(A restored hutong full of
trendy boutiques and cafes)
Subway: Beixinqiao
Forbidden City 故宫
8:30AM – 4:00PM
Subway: Tiananmen Xi
Admission: 60RMB
(50% off w/student ID)

798 Art District 七九八
10:00AM – 6:00PM
(Some galleries closed on
Mondays)

Temple of Heaven 天坛
8:00AM – 5PM
Subway: Tiantan Dongmen
Admission: 30RMB
(50% off w/student ID)

Tiananmen Square/
Mao’s Mausoleum 天安门
8:30AM – 4:30PM
Subway: Tiananmen Xi
Admission: 15 RMB for Gate
of Heavenly Peace

